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SUMMARY 



1. (C) With little more than two weeks to go before the 
scheduled Presidential recall ref erendum, Venezuela's 
National Electoral Council (CNE) refused July 29 to consider 
requests to changes in voting locations which the opposition 
claims were done fraudulently. The more than one million 
changes, according to Accion Democratica ' s Henry Ramos Allup, 
affected persons who the government had i dentified as signers 
of the petition to recall the President . I 
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Separately, the OAS observer mission began operations after 
signing its agreement with the CNE . 



Where to Vote? 



2. (U) CNE director Jorge Rodriguez announced July 29 that 
the CNE would not consider requests to correct changes of 
voting location submitted after midnight July 26. Accion 
Democratica Deputy and Secretary General Henry Ramos Allup 
told reporters July 26 that the CNE had fraudulently changed 
the location where more than one million persons (1.16 
million) are to vote. In response to the allegations, 
Rodriguez said CNE offices around the country would be open 
until midnight to address the problem. 

3. (U) Ramos said the number is nearly four times the number 
of voluntary changes they would normally expect over a 
six-month period. Ramos highlighted the case with the names 
of some municipal officials who have not moved, are in 
office, and whose voting location has been changed to distant 
points. Media reports publicized numerous cases of 
Venezuelans who have been finding the changes as they check 
their registration via Internet and an 800 number. (The 
divergent information from these two sources has led to 
opposition charges that the CNE is working with duplicate 
electoral registries . ) Some examples were changes within a 
city, but others were more egregious, such as a person who 
had been moved from one end of the country to another (Zulia 
to Amazonas) . 

4 . (C) CNE President Francisco Carrasquero called the 
changes routine, the result of citizens' changes of address. 
He cited himself as an example, noting that he had always 

voted in Zulia and now the electoral registry shows him 

voting in Caracas . 



5. (C) Opposition representatives told reporters they would 

bring the matter to the attention of the international 

observers . 
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